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A blessing is not a static thing. Full of the Spirit, blessings move. Empower. Equip. Encour-
age. A blessing shines light and joy and reminds us that we are not alone. We are part of 
something greater and wider. Blessings always come from God and appear in unexpected 
places (like a paper flower from a child or a smile from a stranger). But it is also the 
church's job (our job) to speak and share and spread them. As Gods people, we are blessed 
SO THAT others may be blessed. So in the next months, let us bless and be blessed. Let us 
praise the God from whom all blessings flow. And let us ask Christ to bless our community 
to abundant, resurrected life! 
 
Through the season of May and June, come join us as we bless, celebrate and send forth 
God’s people in worship and life: 
 
· May 14th:  Blessing all kinds of moms 

· May 21st:  Blessing graduates 

· May 28th:  Blessing those who bless and serve others   

· June 4th:  Pentecost! (wear red)—celebrate the Holy Spirit who blesses  

· June 11th:  Blessing VBS volunteers and participants 

· June 18th:  Blessing our confirmands and all kinds of dads 

· June 25th:  Blessing senior adults  

Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow! 
 

I will save you and you shall be a blessing.  

Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.  

Zechariah 8:13 

 

I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  

Genesis 12:2 

 

So encourage each other to build each other up, 

just as you are already doing.  

1 Thessalonians 5:11  



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SHALL BE A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO KNOW GOD AND TO EXPE-

RIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST; TO DEVELOP A CREATIVE, SUPPORTIVE FELLOW-

SHIP; TO EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN THE GLOBAL MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH. 

Circle Meetings in May 2017 

Circle of Joy and Peace, Debbie Colbert, chair; Tuesday, May 2nd  at 10:30 a.m. in the church parlor.  
 

Circle of Hope, Lee Brideson, chair; Tuesday, Tuesday May 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the church parlor.  
 

Circle of Grace, Tami Crowell, chair; Tuesday, May 2nd  at 7:00 p.m. at Darby Wilson-Norman’s house -6916 Clin-

ton Corners Dr. W.  (904)673-9240 
 

United Methodist Women Board Meeting:  May 7th in the Library at 10 a.m. 

 

The Circle of Hope is now involved in a “hands-on” project with the City Rescue Mission.  The women from the 

Circle of Hope volunteer their fantastic organization skills weekly to help put the storage rooms in working order.  

They also volunteer to teach remedial reading to students who can’t read.  If you would like volunteer please contact: 

Susan Bush or Bonnie Allen.  The City Rescue Mission is a Christian non-profit organization operating since 1946.   

The City Rescue Mission exists to transform the lives of the homeless and needy, serving them through the love and 

compassion of Jesus Christ.     
 

BE JUST 

BE GREEN    

The United Methodist Women has launched the first fund established by a women’s organization that is dedicated to 

carbon issues.  The Women’s Carbon Fund supports: 

 Projects that lower C02 emissions that contribute to climate change 

 Projects that help women, families and communities whose lives have been affected by climate change adapt to 

new conditions. 

 Climate and energy advocacy initiatives led by women and for women-enabling solutions that bring about grater 

equity along with sustainability 

From United Methodist Women web site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My family and I would like to thank every-
one for reaching out to us with your love 
and prayers and many cards.  I am so 
blessed to have such a loving and caring 
church family.  I wish I could express in 
words what is in my heart because a simple 
thank you does not seem enough but thank 
you all! 
 
Love in Christ, 
Dorsey-Ann and family 
 

The Lay Appreciation Luncheon 

has been rescheduled! 

 

The United Methodist Men will honor 

Jim Allen 

 

Sunday, May 7th at 12:15 p.m. 



Members of our church family 

and friends who need special  

attention: 
 

Home 

† Dot McGill 

† Betty Nolen 

† Ruth Crouse in Alachua, FL 

†   Ruth Jacobs in Gainesville, FL  
 

Heartland 

† Memorie Gordon 
 

Riverside Presbyterian House 

† Florence Dickie 

† Juanita Daley 

 
 
 
 

1st Rebekah Johnson 
 Darren Nettles 
 Maisie Remo 
4th Jeb Allen 
 Emily Murphy 
 Janet Skinner 
5th Brian Hough 
6th Kyle Neufeld 
 Philip Webb 
8th Steve Glaros 
 Cookie Harden 
10th Mason Doehne 
 Judy Marks 
12th Tony Quails 
14th Kevin Round 
15th Anna Owens 
 Linda Stimpson 
18th Lawson Miller 
19th Tommy Cashman 
 Missy Doehne 
 Sammie Marks 
20th Taylor Bohannon 
 Susan Bush 
 Hudson Gunby 
21st Quinton Scott 
23rd Dan Lewis 
 Debra Whitaker 
24th Misty Allen 
27th Skylar Starling 
29th Brian Alvarado 
 Earl Carlson 
 Matthew Popp 
30th Mike Litwin 
 Anthony Owens 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

Chapel (3rd Floor, McCord 

Building) 

 

The SPPR Committee is provid-

ing training for all volunteers 

who work with children or 

youth.  The church’s policy has 

been updated so please plan 

to attend. 

VBS IS COMING!!! 
All the classrooms are quiet there’s a faint smell of must, 

And the chairs neatly stacked, tables covered in dust. 
The books and the crayons, the pencils and pens 
Are lined up on shelves or else lying in bins. 
The playground is quiet, the classrooms are dark. 
No children are laughing and things look well stark. 
  
“Oh, this will not do!” Sarah said in dismay, 
“The lack of fun things will keep children away!” 
Then she gathered some friends was it three, four, or six? 
To decide how they all might come up with a fix. 
“We need crafts and good stories,’ they all agreed quickly, 
“And cookies and Kool-Aid!” Hmm. Things may get sticky. 
  
But then someone said, “Wait! This is too much! 
All the cookies, the games and the lessons and such. 

There’s only we six. We need three times as many. 

Without other helpers, things could get quite zany!” 
So, if you are an adult, a teen, or a youth, 

We’d welcome your help and that is the truth. 

  
VBS will begin on the twelfth day of June, 
Please join in the fun from 9 a.m. until noon. 
You can come for the week or an hour or a day 
To help us eat snacks, to sing, dance, and to pray. 

We’re making it happen on 6/12, it’s true. 

And the only one missing? 
Well, that would be you! 

As my cancer treatment is winding down 
(last radiation treatment is May 19th), I of-
ten look back over the last few months and 
think about my journey.  From the moment I 
got the call with the initial test results, I have 
been enveloped in love by many people 
here at RPUMC.  I am so grateful for the 
meals, cards, prayers, calls, afternoon vol-
unteer help, hugs, and pep talks.  I am 
blessed and honored to work at a place with 
so many warm and caring people.  Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart! 
 
I always thank my God for you because of 
his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 1:4 
 
Joye Hampton 
Office Manger 
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{ǘŀũκtŀǎǘƻǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ: 
Monday, May 8th @ 6:00 pm 
 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΥ 
Tuesday, May 16th @ 6:00 pm 
 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΥ 
Monday, May 15th @ 6:00 pm 
 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 
Thursday, May 18th @ 6:00 pm 
 

bǳǊǘǳǊŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 
Sunday, May 21st @ 11:15 pm 
 

hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 
Sunday, May 21st @ 10:00 am 
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 
No meeting in May 

 

 

BBQ Dinner Fundraiser for Margaretôs Memories 
May 18

th  
starting at 5:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall of Riverside Park UMC 
 

Menu: 
Pulled Pork 

Nicoleôs Secret Recipe Baked Beans 

Potato Salad & Bread 

A variety of desserts including Banana Pudding! 

  
RSVP not required but appreciated. 
 

Adults $7 

Children $3 (5 to 10) 

Free for children 4 and under 

Cheese Pizza available for kids meal. 

Founded on Faith  

Focused on the 

Future 

819 Park Street  

Jacksonville, FL  32204  

Community  

Handbell Concert 
 

Sunday, May 21, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Featuring the Chapel Ringers, Chancel Ringers,  

and Chancel Choir with our special guests  

the handbells from  

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

Admission: Free and open to the public. 

May 7th ï UMYF @ 4:45 pm  

May 14th ðNo UMYF May 

21st ðBell Concert @ 4pm, 

Dinner & Devotional After  

May 28th ðNo UMYF  



CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF MINISTRY 
WAYNE WILLIAMS 

 

This June, Wayne and Margaret Williams will be retiring 
from ministry in the Florida Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. Grace Community UMC at Fishhawk 
cordially invites you to a celebration of Wayneôs ministry.   
 
Wayne served as pastor of Riverside Park United Meth-
odist Church from1998 to 2006. Join us for a relaxed and 
fun time of sharing with Wayne & Margaret. 

 
Saturday, June 3rd, 2017 

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Uncle Mikeôs Smokehouse Grill 

106 SR 60 East Plant City, FL 33567 
http://www.unclemikesgrill.com/contactus852.html  

 
Coming soon will be information for reservations ($20.00/
person), local hotels, along with location and times for 
Sunday services. 
 
If you are not able to join us and would like to send a 
note, remembrance, or funny story, please mail to:  

 Grace Community United Methodist Church 
 ATTN: Kevin Simmons  
 5708 Lithia-Pinecrest Rd 
 Lithia, FL 33547 
 
Or, call / email:  Kevin Simmons at 520-240-2345 or 
kevin.h.simmons@gmail.com 

Nursery Volunteers for May  
 

1st- Shirley Davis & Bonnie Dudley 

2ndð Need Two Male Volunteers 

(Motherõs Day) 

3rd- Lorie Anderson 

4thð Volunteer Needed 

 

 

 

Contact Gealean Murray if you are inter-

ested in volunteering in the nursery at 

g.murray@riversideparkumc.com 

Ushers for May 
 

 

1st Sunday: Team #1: Mark Cashen, Ste-

ve Glaros, Bill Hodges, Shirley Davis, & 

David Middleton 
 

2nd  Sunday: Team # 2:  Ruben Allen, 

Chris Davis, Dan Fosmire, & Jason Brown 
 

3rd Sunday: Team # 3: Debbie Colbert, 

Alicia Dorsie-Frank, Karen Fleming, Con-

nie Hodges, & Betty Sanders 
 

4th Sunday: Team # 4: Jenny Cashen, 

Julianne Kirchain, Peggy McCord, Darby 

Wilson-Norman, Shirley Post, Emily Re-

hberg, & Harriet Thurgood 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ //![ 
 ά¢ƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ CŀƛǘƘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ     {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ сǘƘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ  

 

Our former associate pastor, Rev. Jimmy Jones, will lead the retreat based on his book “The Healthy 
Faith Building Church”.  The focus is a 7 point inspection of a healthy church in these changing times.  
Hopefully, the presentation and discussion will provoke thoughts for those who attend, about how 
RPUMC can better be a healthy church in our community.  Members and leaders are encouraged to 
attend.  Jimmy also plans to use some ideas from a book entitled “Unchristian” by Gable Lyons and Da-
vid Kinnaman.  I have a couple of copies of the two books  and want to circulate them among those 
planning to attend.  Please let me know if you want to look at the books. Jimmy is willing to take ques-
tions in advance of the retreat and bring them with his answers and thoughts. Please email him with 
questions about whatever is on your mind – a scripture, a question about the denomination or our 
church situation in particular. Email him at pastorjimmyjones@gmail.com   We will plan to end the re-
treat about noon with lunch for those who want to stay and continue to fellowship and talk with Jim-
my.  The cost will be about $6.00 each or you can bring your own lunch that day.    
Donations  will be collected to help defray the various expenses.  We will be paying Jimmy fairly for his 
time so we ask that those who attend, give as they can.  Please let Bonnie know if you need babysitting 
by April 30th.       —Bonnie Allen 

mailto:pastorjimmyjones@gmail.com


WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

  8:15 a.m.  Coffee and Fellowship 

  9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service 

10:10 a.m.  Sunday School Hour 

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 

 

Church Office hours: 
 

Monday – Thursday    9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Friday                          9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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TO ASSIST YOU IN YOUR MINISTRY                           
Church Office: (904) 355-5491 

Website: www.riversideparkumc.com 

Rev. Emily Knight, Pastor Ext. 101 

pastoremily@riversideparkumc.com 
 

Joye Hampton, Office Manager Ext. 102    

j.hampton@riversideparkumc.com 
 

John Larsen, Dir. of Traditional Worship  Ext. 105 

j.larsen@riversideparkumc.com  
 

Brian Alvarado, Dir. of Contemporary Worship  Ext. 105 

b.alvarado@riversideparkumc.com 
 

Sarah Mardini,  Ext. 106 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

s.mardini@riversideparkumc.com  
 

Brittany Scott  Ext. 104 

Director of Youth Ministries 

b.scott@riversideparkumc.com  
 

Jack Barnard, Bookkeeper Ext. 108 

j.barnard@riversideparkumc.com 
 

Dorsey-Ann Rhames, Membership Secretary Ext. 107 

membership@riversideparkumc.com 

  

Gealean Murray, Nursery Supervisor 

g.murray@riversideparkumc.com 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 


