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  8:15 a.m.  Coffee and Fellowship 

  9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service 

10:10 a.m.  Sunday School Hour 

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 

Church Office hours: 
 

Monday ï Thursday    9:00 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m. 

Friday                          9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
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The Power of Weeds 
"Thus says the Lord of hosts:  Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not op-
press the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor..." 
- Zechariah 7:9-10a 
 
Beauty and blessing are all around us.  If we look.  When I spent my high school years working in garden 
centers, I discovered the power of weeds.  With sturdy gloves I pulled them from 5 gallon planters that were 
made for more 'wanted' plants like crepe myrtles and azaleas.  You had to pull them to get the roots be-
cause not one weed could survive.  This was especially important for nice lawns. 
 
During this time I learned several things: 
-Weeds are strong and grow anywhere, even through concrete. 
-God created the weeds and they were pretty in their own right; They just didn't match the landscape  
 design. 
-A lawn made of one grass or a garden made only of red tips is more fragile when disease strikes; The plants 
 protect each other.  And dandelions have nice blooms too (and actually make a nice tea!) 
 
I will greatly miss the wonderful people of Riverside Park UMC.  I knew you were special when I met you.  
Where I will be serving in Texas is very different.  Let's face it, Ortega Forest and Avondale do not have a lot 
of weeds in the landscape architecture!  Where I am going has weeds growing through rocks and around 
rusted gates that children swing around over a 30 foot drainage ditch so they can skip school.  Where I am 
going, one of the largest funerals was for a newly-housed woman who was mauled by dogs; The homeless 
shared what she meant to them, and still put flowers where her ashes are buried.  Last week after a meeting 
I was talking with a cleaning lady who mainly spoke Spanish in a church-building hallway.  I found it odd 
that non-church people from the meeting just walked by, but she said, "Gracias por escucharme"  "Thank 
you for listening to me." I carry these words with me: "Everyone has a place at the table."  
 
Please pray for me and Alice. My new church is hurting too as they are losing the pastor who put the mer-
gers together 9 years ago.  And got them through hurricane Ike and lawsuits with contractors, etc.   But pray 
I can take all the good things you taught me (communicate, communicate, plan, meet, share, communicate 
that too, just be there and care)  and help them follow the Spirit to their calling to make the rusted gates 
look more like the Kingdom of God. 
 
And you will have a missionary Pastor who shines in any room she enters;  Believe me, you'll see. 
 
Weeds may not be pretty, but they are strong.  Because they have to be. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Chris and Alice 


